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OFFICE OF LITURGY
DIOCESE OF WINONA
Understanding the Apostolic Letter 
Summorum Pontificum
On the celebration of Mass 

with two forms, one rite
1. Why did Pope Benedict XVI write the Apostolic Letter, Summorum Pontificum?

Pope Benedict is concerned, as was Pope John Paul II, about the potential division in the Church due to Catholics who still want to celebrate Mass in Latin instead of the vernacular.  This statement follows one made in 1988 by Pope John Paul II, who gave permission to celebrate the pre-Vatican II Mass according the missal of 1962.  Both popes hope to draw these Catholics into the mainstream of the Catholic church.  Pope Benedict also hopes that his statement will help Bishops because since the pope has given permission, the bishops will not have to process requests for Mass in Latin.  Pope Benedict’s statement makes grants permission to such request automatically.
2.  Does this mean that all Masses will be in Latin in the future?
No.  The Mass we celebrate today in the vernacular will be known as the “ordinary” form of the Mass which means the same as the “normal form” of Mass.  Mass that is celebrated out-of-the-ordinary or normal form is called the, “extraordinary form” because it is “extra” or outside of the usual form of Mass.  He says that these two forms, ordinary and extra-ordinary, make up one Roman rite. As a result, we will not speak of the Latin rite but of the Latin form of Mass.
3.  When would a priest celebrate the extraordinary form of the Mass?

A priest may celebrate the extraordinary form of the Mass, privately at any time except during the Triduum.  The difference today is that if people want to join him in these “private” celebrations, the Pope has given them permission to do so. A priest may celebrate the extraordinary form of the Mass in public only if there is a stable group of people who wish to pray in Latin.  If such a group already exists in the parish, they wold consult with the pastor who can now respond to the group’s request without permission from the bishop.  (Prior to this statement, the pastor was required to get permission from his bishop).  The Pope has outlined certian guidelines, however. For example, in order to celebrate the extraordinary form, the Pope says that a priest must be suitably qualified to celebrate it in Latin and he must have the minimum knowledge and ability required for a legitimate use of the extraordinary form. The Pope’s letter said that a priest must know the Latin language and the instructions (rubrics) for celebrating the Mass  in Latin according to the 1962 form. 
4. May the other sacraments be celebrated in this extraordinary form?

Yes. A pastor may also grant permission for the celebration of the other Sacraments or funerals or other occasional celebrations according to the extraordinary form, (in Latin) when requested to do so by priests or a stable group of the faithful. However, other sacramental celebrations and prayer in English and Latin, may not be intermingled since each has its own proper form
5. What happens if a stable group requests Mass in Latin and the priest is unable to celebrate it in this manner?

The Pope wrote, “Should some problem arise which the parish priest cannot resolve, the local ordinary (bishop or vicar general) will always be able to intervene, in full harmony, however, with all that has been laid down in Summorum Pontificum.”

6. Can any priest decide that he will no longer celebrate the Mass in the ordinary form ?

No. The Pope clearly says, “in order to experience full communion, the priests of the communities adhering to the old liturgy cannot, as a matter of principle, exclude celebrating according to the new liturgy.”  He continues, “the total exclusion of the new liturgy would not in fact be consistent with the recognition of its value and holiness.”

7. Which liturgical calendar and Lectionary would people use with the extraordinary form?
When Mass is celebrated according to the Latin form, the priest will use the vernacular edition of the Lectionary for Mass and the calendar of the Missal of Blessed John XXIII. There is a commission in Rome called, Ecclesia Dei which will study the possibility of adding the new saints and prayers of the ordinary form of the Mass to the books of the Latin form of the Mass.

8. Does the use of the extraordinary form of the Mass with its previous texts mean that the Church is reverting to its recent teaching on anti-Semitism?
No. The 1962 Missale Romanum already reflected Blessed John XXIII’s revision of older liturgical language often thought of as anti-Semitic. 
In 1965, the statement Nostra Aetate of the Second Vatican Council repudiated all forms of anti-Semitism as having no place within Christian life. 
When Pope Paul VI issued the Missale Romanum of 1969, he revised the only prayer addressing the Jewish people in the Roman liturgy.  It appeared during the general intercessions for Good Friday. His revision reflects a renewed understanding of the Jews as God’s chosen people, “first to hear the word of God.”  

Pope John Paul II worked to reconcile the Church with the Jewish people and to strengthen new bonds of friendship. Pope Benedict XVI remains committed to “the need to overcome past prejudices, misunderstandings, indifference and the language of contempt and hostility [and to continue] the Jewish-Christian dialogue…to enrich and deepen the bonds of friendship which have developed.”

9.  Is Pope Benedict questioning the liturgical reform of the Second Vatican Council by granting these practices?

No.  The Pope is clear that the current Missale Romanum, the Mass in the vernacular, is the ordinary form of the Eucharistic Liturgy.  The extraordinary form, in Latin, is from the 1962 Missal of Pope John XXIII.
10. When is this statement to take effect?

The apostolic letter will take effect on September 14, 2007, the feast of the Triumph of the Holy Cross.
Terms

Extraordinary – beyond the normal or usual; the “extraordinary form” is “extra” or outside of the usual form of Mass
Missale Romanum – Literally translated means, “Roman Missal” which is the official name of the book known as the “Sacramentary” in the USA.

Nostra Aetate – Declaration on the relation of the Church to non-Christian religions.  It was proclaimed by Pope Paul VI, 10-28-1965 and begins:  “1. In our time, when day by day mankind is being drawn closer together, and the ties between different peoples are becoming stronger, the Church examines more closely her relationship to non- Christian religions. In her task of promoting unity and love among men, indeed among nations, she considers above all in this declaration what men have in common and what draws them to fellowship.” http://www.vatican.va/archive/ 

Ordinary – the usual.  When used to describe the Mass, it refers to the Mass of today, the post-Vatican II liturgy in the vernacular.

Summorum Pontificum – translated as, “Pontifical Summation.”

Vernacular – the language used by the people of a country.  In the USA, the vernacular is English.  

Source:  Bishop’s Committee on the Liturgy.  Read original documents at  www.ewtn.org .  Adapted by Diocese of Winona Liturgy Office for lay parish leaders.

Notes of interest

The 1962 Missal of Blessed John XXIII chosen as the extraordinary form because, like the current Missal in use, it is part of a long line of Missals printed since the time of the Council of Trent, Italy convened three times between December 13, 1545 and December 4, 1563.  Since then, there were seven official editions of the Missale Romanum:

1. Pius V (1570), 
2. Clement VI (1604), 
3. Urban VIII (1634), 
4. Leo XII (1994), 
5. Saint Pius X (1911), 
6. Benedict XV (1920), 
7. John XXIII (1962). 
The 1962 edition is the last edition of the Missale Romanum published before the close of the Second Vatican Council.  Pope Benedict teaches us that there is “no contradiction” between the current Missal and that of 1962.  Both are the result of growth and progress of the liturgy in the Catholic Church.
Active participation of the faithful is still a value in both forms and is to be desired above all else.  All active participation begins with interior participation in the sacrifice of Christ and externalized in the gathered assembly actively engaged in the prayers and rites of the Mass.  The ordinary form of the rite customarily accomplishes this participation through listening, responding in the vernacular, processing, gesturing, and other forms of exterior communal action.  The extraordinary form defines participation as silently listening and watching the priest as he prays, and acts on their behalf.  The people silently join their prayers to his. 

In the ordinary form of the Mass, the priest engages the people in a dialogue of prayer that internalizes within them the true Christian spirit.  In the extraordinary form of the Mass, on the other hand, the priest faces the altar with his back to the people and offers prayers in Latin.  Only the readings and the homily are in the language of the people.  
differences between 

both forms of The Mass

	Ordinary Form (2007)


	Extraordinary Form (1962)

	includes 14% of Old Testament texts

and 71% of New Testament texts
	includes 1% of Old Testament and

17% of New Testament texts



	Begins with a greeting and penitential rite

offered by priest and people
	Begins with prayers at the foot of the altar 

prayed privately by priest and server



	Nine Eucharistic Prayers, 

(The first is the Roman Canon)
	One Eucharistic Prayer: 

the Roman Canon



	Holy Communion distributed

under both kinds to the faithful
	Holy Communion distributed

only under one kind



	Closing rites include 

Prayer after Communion, Blessing and Dismissal
	Closing rites include

A reading from the Gospel of John and

the Saint Michael the Archangel prayer



	Clarifies prayers and rites 

to achieve full, conscious, active participation 

in the light of contemporary research and understanding
	Preserves prayers and rites of 1570

with few changes



	Restores lay liturgical ministries by all the baptized

and encourages differentiated roles
	Only instituted acolytes, clerics, or “altar boys”

are in liturgical ministry




The Pope states that there are still Catholics who want to go to Mass in Latin.   For some of the elderly, the Mass of their childhood remained fixed.  It did not change, for the most part, from parish to parish.  Some people have felt hurt by attempts of parish leaders to be “creative” with the liturgy and adapt or change parts of it.  Sometimes, these unapproved adaptations caused deep pain to individuals who then reported these practices to the Congregation in Rome. The Pope does not believe that two forms of the one rite will cause division in the Church.  Rubrical and linguistic skills are required for the Latin form and, the Pope says, are not commonly found among the clergy.  He believes that the ordinary form of the Mass will continue to grow because it is the normal expression of the Mass in parishes.

The Pope asks all Catholics to extend “charity and pastoral prudence” during this time so there will be no division of spirit among Catholics.

The mandate the Second Vatican Council gave for the renewal of the Sacred Liturgy remains intact:

“The Order of Mass is to be revised in a way that will bring out more clearly the intrinsic nature and purpose of its several parts, as also the connection between them, and will more readily achieve the devout, active participation of the faithful. For this purpose the rites are to be simplified, due care being taken to preserve their substance; elements that, with the passage of time, came to be duplicated or were added with but little advantage are now to be discarded; other elements that have suffered injury through accident of history are now, as may seem useful or necessary, to be restored to the vigor they had in the traditions of the Fathers.”  (SC, 50)

	TOPIC
	Prior to Sept. 7, 2007

Quattuor Abhinc Annos 

Ecclesia Dei Adflicta
	As the result of

Summorum Pontificum

	Missals and rite books to be used
	The 1962 Roman Missal (Sacramentary)
	The 1962 Missale Romanum (Sacramentary) and all other Roman liturgical rites books of 1962

	The role of the bishop
	The diocesan bishop may grant permission to priests, at his discretion, but should be wide and generous in application.
	Any priest of the Roman Church may celebrate the extraordinary form privately.  Priests shall assist people who request the Mass and the Sacraments according to the extraordinary form.

	Supervisor of celebrations
	The diocesan bishop supervises the correct celebration of all liturgical rites. The diocesan bishop must report to Rome on progress of indults the Pope has granted.
	▪ The diocesan bishop oversees the celebration of all liturgical rites, both ordinary and extraordinary.

▪ If the pastor is unable to help people celebrate Mass in Latin, they may go to the bishop.

▪ If the bishop is unable to assist them, the people may go to the Ecclesia Dei Commission in Rome.

	Celebrations of the extraordinary form take place
	Only in a place designated by the Diocesan Bishop, but usually not in a parish Church.
	No restriction on where the extraordinary form may be celebrated if other conditions are met.

	The Lectionary and Liturgical Calendar
	No former texts of the 1962 missal will be mixed with the current Mass texts.
	The text may be mixed. The vernacular edition of the Lectionary for Mass may be used in the extraordinary form, while the 1962 calendar is to be followed.


Source:  Bishop’s Committee on the Liturgy.  

Adapted by Diocese of Winona Liturgy Office for lay parish leaders.
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